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Heretofore, relatively stiff monofilament sutures 
.have been packaged In various ways intended to minimize the 
• formation of kinks or sharp bends in the suture strand due 
to packaging. For instance, the suture has been wound upon 
circular reels and various other attempts have been made to 
coll the suture smoothly and in such a way that no kinks 
will be formed. Necessarily, when the suture has been 
coiled in this manner, it has been retained in the package 
in colled form for an extended period of time prior to use. 
As a result, the suture strand adopts a set configuration 
. based upon the form in which it was coiled, even when it" 
is unwound or removed from the package. Thus when a suture/ 
which has been colled in circular form on a reel, is removed : 
from the reel, it will tend to return or snap back into a 
circular configuration. When the suture is attached to a 
needle, as it normally is for suturing purposes, the surgeon 
must prevent the suture strand from coiling up against the 
needle and Interfering with the surgical procedure. This is 
. a difficult problem because it is almost Impossible to prevent 
sutures of this type from assuming a set during packaging. 
*e have discovered that this tendency of the 
" suture to assume a configuration approximating the shape in 
which it is packaged can actually be an Important advantage^ 
: and have devised a novel package for thiB purpose, in 
accordance with our invention, the shape or configuration in 
which the suture is retained in the package is carefully 
. controlled to give a particular configuration to the suture 
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after it has j>een withdrawn from the package which will 
assure that the suture does not interfere with the surgical 
procedure and, in fact, iB easier to handle by virtue of the 
fact that it has a definite shape. This is accomplished by 
winding the suture in the form of a coil comprising a 
multiplicity of figure eight convolutions which are super- 
imposed one upon the other in successive layers with the 
convolutions disposed in sequence from one end of the 
suture to the other. Each of the figure eight convolutions 
comprises a centrally located suture crossing and opposed loops 
on each side of the crossing with the loops also Integral with 
the suture portions forming the crossings • As a result, the 
coils are maintained in sequence and in layers at the suture 
crossings since these crossings prevent adjacent convolutions 
from telescoping or entangling with one another. When the 
suture is coiled in this manner, and removed from the package 
by drawing upon one of its ends,~it assumes a non-entangling 
sinusoidal configuration of successive positive and negative 
lobeB. When the suture is held by one end it remains extended 
in this form and has no tendency to coll up again adjacent 
the needle to which it is attached. 

in the preferred form of our invention, the suture 
is attached to a curved suturing needle, and the needle with 
the suture end attached thereto. is retained in the package 
in such a way that when the suture is removed therefrom, 
as described above, the point of the needle is directed away 
from the next adjacent suture lobe, thereby assuring that the 
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suture will trail behind the needle point during surgery. To 
accomplish this the curved needle and the suture end attached 
thereto are retained In the package in such a way that the 
curve of the needle and the suture end attached thereto 
generally follows the curved configuration of the suture coil. 
The suture end is arranged so that It generally continues 
to follow the shape of the figure eight coil and the needle 
attached thereto is positioned in such a way that it appears 
to be a continuation of the coil configuration* 

In the package of this invention the. suture is held 
in the desired coil form by a retainer which, in turn, is 
packaged in a hermetically sealed outer container such as . 
an envelope adapted to be opened by stripping or any other 
suitable technique. The retainer is such that the suture 
may be positioned easily therein in successive layers of 
figure eight convolutions, retained in the desired coll form 
when the outer container is opened, and then dispensed 
easily from the retainer merely by drawing upon an exposed 
end of the suture or a needle attached thereto* 

The suture may be wound in figure eight form on a 
Jig provided for this purpose and then placed in the 
retainer, or it may be wound as it is being positioned in the 
retainer by employing a Jig which cooperates with or pene- 
trates a portion of the retainer as will be. described more 
fully hereinafter. In either case the retainer is adapted 
to be closed easily and locked together to hold the coil 
convolutions in the desired relationship In the package. 
Then the retainer with the suture in position therein is 
hermetically sealed in the outer container. 

Preferably, the retainer of the package of this 
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P and «»?na panels foldably oonneoted 

to one another and adapted to be folded together and super- 
l»Poeed with the figure eight sut(lre ooU ^ 
one end of the suture and the needle, *« . n««. U ' 
attached thereto; extending out from between the panel. > 
at on. end of the retainer. Preferably .i.. the retainer 
include, a third panel foldably C o„n«ted to the firat panel 
along another one of it. edge., m thi. the suture 

•oil is positioned on the fir* panel and the second TO1 u 
folded directly down over the ooll , in thi. po.^ ^ . 
second panel presents a locking, tab which .nter. into align. 
»nt with a locking slot defined along the fold li». hetween 
the first and third tab and .lot are design* 

that when the third panel i. folded down over the second 
Panel the tab sutom.tle.lly enters the slot and become. • 
locked in position therein. Furthermore the locking tab 
remain, in the slot to hold the'second panel in posits 
over the euture coll .„„ when the third p^el ia again 
unfolds, it therefor, i. preferred when the autur. i. 
Packaged in this manner to fold the .utur. end and th. 
needl. attached thereto down over th.; second ^ , 0 ^ t \ 
« will be held in position in the retain*, by the third 
Panel when it 1. folded down, to lock the -tort panel in 
Position. Locking mean, preferably 1. ponded for holding 
the third panel over the second panel. ,o retain the suture 
and in position between the second and third panels. ^ 
i. particularly important when . curved needle 1. attached • 
to the euture end and the needl. and .utur. are oarafully 
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arranged to continue the shape of the figure eight convolu- 
tions of the coll, as described hereinbefore. 

In the preferred form of this Invention, the 
suture retainer is generally rectangular in shape and the 
second and third panels are foldably connected to opposite 
longitudinal edges of the first panel. . Preferably, also, 
. the second panel presents a notch at one end to guide the 
free end of the suture as It and the needle are folded 
down over the second panel. For best results, a cooperating 
tab and notch are provided along, the free edge of the third 
panel and along the fold line between the first and second 
panels, respectively, for locking the third panel in position 
over the second panel when all the parts of the retainer are 
folded together. 

Other and further advantages of this invention will 
appear to- one skilled in the art from the following description 
and claims taken together with the drawings wherein; 

Pig. 1 is a schematic top plan view, partly in 
section, showing a needled suture being wound on a Jig in a 
figure eight suture coil according to this invention. 

Pig. 2 is a schematic top plan view of a suture 
retainer according .to one embodiment of this, invention with 
its parts unfolded and a needled suture coil partly In 
position thereon. 

Pig. 3 is a similar top plan view of the retainer 
of Pig. 2 after the second panel has been folded down to 
hold the suture coil in position, and showing the way in 
which the curved needle and the suture end attached thereto 
are folded down and positioned over the coil to resemble 
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the configuration of the coil. 

Pig. 4 is another top plan view of the retainer of 
Pig. 2 showing how the locking tabs on the second panel 
enter the locking, slots along the fold lines at the edge of 
the first panel when either of the third or fourth panels 
are folded down over the second panel. 

Pig. 5 is a view in perspective of the suture 
retainer of the preceding figures after all of the panels 
have been folded together. 

Pig. 6 is an enlarged schematic view partly in 
section and partly in elevation taken along the line 6-6 
of Pig. 5. 

Pig. 7 is a view in perspective of the retainer of 
the preceding figures showing how the suture nay be dispensed 
easily merely by drawing it from one end Of the retainer by 
the needle attached to the free -end of the suture after 
the third and fourth panels have been folded open. 

Pig. 8 is a schematic plan view showing the sinusoidal 
shape of the suture after it has been withdrawn from the ~ 
package, and the disposition of the curved needle with respect 
thereto. 

Pig. 9 is a schematio view. in perspective, partially 
developed to show how the figure eight convolutions are arranged 
the ooll In successive layers. 

Pig. 9a is a greatly enlarged view in perspective' ' 
of the central portion of the figure eight suture coil show- 
ing the layer-like relation of the successive convolutions at 
the suture crossings . 
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% Pig. 10 is a schematic plan view, partly In 

;. section, showing an unfolded suture retainer according to 

i another preferred embodiment of this Invention. 
? ■ Pig. 11 is a similar plan view of the retainer of 

{ pig. 10 showing how a suture may be wound in a figure eight 

: ooll according to this invention on a pair of opposed 

» . 

• winding fixtures Inserted through slots provided for this . 
\ purpose in the first panel of the retainer. 

Pig. 12 is a schematic plan view of the retainer 
and suture of Pig, 11 showing the second panel folded down . 
.3 over the first panel and with the curved needle and suture 
end positioned over the second panel* 

Pig # 13 is a view in perspective of the suture 
retainer of Pigs. 10-12 with all of its parts folded 
together and locked in position. 

Pig. Ik is an enlarged schematic view partly in 
section and partly in elevation-^taken along the line 14-14 of ? 
. Pig* 13. 

Pig. 15 is a schematic view in perspective of a 
complete suture package according to this invention showing 
the retainer and suture coil in position and hermetically 
sealed within an outer container which is adapted to be 
opened along a tear line provided for that purpose. 

Pig.. 16 is a view in perspective similar to that 
of Pig. 15 and showing, the suture retainer being removed 
. from the outer container after. one end of the container 
; has been torn from the package. 

pig. 17 is a view in perspective showing how the 

. i • 

: retainer of Pigs. 10-14. is adapted to be held by one hand 
i and opened by the other. 
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Pig. 18 is a view in perspective showing how the 
needle and suture may be removed . easily, from the retainer 
after the third panel thereof has been unlocked and unfolded 
as shown in Pig. 17. . 

Referring to the drawings, Fig. 1 shows a mono- 
filament suture 20 according to this invention being wound 
upon a pair of opposed winding fixtures 21 presented from a 
Jig 22 provided for this purpose. A curved, suture needle 23 
was attached to one end of this suture prior to winding it 
upon the fixtures 21. The suture 20 is Wound on the fixtures 21 
in the form of a coil comprising a multiplicity, of figure 
eight convolutions each of which is in the form of a 
centrally located suture crossing 25 with opposed loops 26 
integral with the suture portions forming the crossings 25. 
As shown most clearly in Pigs. 6? 9 and 9a, this results in 
a figure eight coil wherein the convolutions are super- 
imposed one upon the other in successive layers 27 
at the suture crossings 25 with the convolutions disposed 
in sequence from one end of the suture to the other. 
Pig. 9a, in particular, shows the layer-like relationship of 
the suture convolutions at the suture crossings .25 and the 
way in which the suture crossings prevent successive convolu- 
tions from telescoping with one another at the crossings. 
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In Pigs. 2-7 of the drawings there la shown a 
suture retainer according to one embodiment of this invention 
which comprises four panels, i.e. a first panel 30 on which 
the suture coil is positioned, a second panel 31 foldably 
! connected to one end of the first panel 30, and third and 
! fourth panels 32 and 33, respectively, each of which is fold - 
1 ably connected to an oppoaite longitudinal edge of the 
: first panel 30. The retainer may he formed from any suitable 
i relatively stiff sheet material, such as conventional paper- 
\ board or the like. . Preferably, definite fold lines are pro- 
vided where the first panel is connected to each of the other 
panels such as by scoring the sheet material from which the . 
retainer is made as indicated by the interrupted lines ih: 
the drawings. Thus, the retainer of this invention may he 
formed or cut from a single sheet of material to form a 
suitable blank such as is shown in Pig. 2, and in Pig. 10 
which illustrates a somewhat different embodiment of this 

invention. '■.„'■• 

The figure eight suture coil is positioned 
centrally on the first panel 30 of. the retainer as shown 
: in Pig. 2 with the needle 23 and the suture end attached 
thereto extending out beyond that end of the first panel 30 
opposite to that of the second panel 31. Then the second 
panel 31 is folded down over the suture coil.' 

The second panel 31 presents a locking tab 3^ at 
each of its longitudinal edges, each of which is adapted 
to enter into alignment with a corresponding looking slot 
35 defined along one of the fold lines between the first 
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Panel 3 0 and the third or fourth panel. Por instance/ the 

aligned with the locking slot 35 between the first and 
third panels 30 4nd 32. As a result; when the third 

" Pan * 132 U folde * d ™ over the second Wi; 3 l as shown : 
in Pig. 4, the looking tab 34 at the lower edge of the 
second panel 31 will automatically enter the locking slot 35 
between the first and third panels. The same l8 true as 
to the other locking tab 34 and the locking slot 35 be- 
tween the first and fourth panels 30 and 33. Thus, the 
second panel 31 is automatically, locked in position over 
•the suture coil by the locking tabs 34 at both of its edges 
when the third and fourth panels both are folded down over 
one another as shown in Pig. 5. Aa illustrated' in Pig. 7i 
even after the third and fourth panels are unfolded " 
completely, the second panel remains locked in position over 
the suture coil by virtue of the continuing engagement- 
between the tabs 34 and the slots 35. 

• A notch or recess 36 is provided at the outer end 
of the second panel 31 to help guide the free end of the 
suture 20, i.e. that attached to the needle 23, in folding 
the suture and the needle down over the second panel after 
the second panel has been positioned over the coil, as shown 
in Pig. 3. Pig. 3 also shows how the suture" end i„ carefully 
curved back and superimposed over the second panel to assume 
a position generally continuing the figure eight convolution 
to which it is attached with the needle 2 3 generally following 
the curved configuration of the coil. 
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Fig. 8 clearly shows the Jype :pf suture . conf ^u^t ipn 
18 imparted to the gutm-l t>q l^-^lqyfehfic & &$jkn'l '/:'\' 
maimer. As explained hereinbefore^ af ter Idtt is ^^^^'.v- 
;f*c«» the package the .suture ;g0 b< ^^^v^ntidni assumes --aX^- 
. _»^^«i^l^;^£^sdaal configuration ^:o^auooessi^ ^ 
|p: j>po8itlVe^aiMj negative lobes 37 with tlw}&fri : <X ^-tirtU^- : ^ 
^la^c ted attay from the next adjacent suture 'i^^T^nSh^''' 
t f 0 * 6 the euryed needle 23, pointi* is /dlsp^e^; in-^f 'i/?. ; 

such.a *ay that. it appears to continue the Binusoldal'shape.^i- 
pf the sutar*.- The suture n6V-^nd^" : -.*o '^^'rthis 5 ' sikusiiwal 
'U*ha'pe and has tendency to'*^^^^ tU'^i^t^l'^Si '% , 
| coiled form. As: a result; of this '■'^^■^t^^^^.p^t'^-'. 
; of the needle 23 la directed away from ,V^;f^.a^i& J ^/i^ 

-suture lpbe 37, It^is^assured- that: the suture. Will ;"tSali 
;.. behind the needle point during ; surgery and \/ill "no^ j&Wfire ^ ^ 
I with 8 ^cal Procedure in -any KayV^ The stouSoiaa^i >^ ^7 
•; of the suture- may initially be less pronounced than shb^ni^ " 

.schematically in or nay becoxae: sb^what-V 

after the suture is removed from its .retainer . . HoWeverv'the . ." 
j generally sinusoidal shape of the euturi *&}tikk' re^^eVe*' ' r .. 
I though the f lobes 37 are a good deal more shallot slbo*nvVl; 
in Fig. 8. p .. P" •."T'r'^V" ■ 

Jigfii 10-18 illustrate a preferred embodiment of 
^-the paclcage of ..this invention herein toe >uture retainer:. ..'[.i 
Jilt'' ^ r ?v^ Ular ^ ^Pe and comprises .pr^^hre^ 
'P^^^i^^;^ ^n--i*ich\tte-,sciture ; optt;l*'f irst :*. / V 5 "T:". 

^^«hlc£r fold doKhVover. the " coil. The "second and third panels W - 
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and 42 are foldably connected to the first panel 40 along 
Its opposite longitudinal edges, a unique feature of this " 
embodiment Is that a pair of spaced winding openings 43 are 
provided in the first panel 40 for receiving a corresponding 
pair of hemicylindrical winding fixtures 44. Thus, the 
suture 20 is positioned In the retainer by first placing the" 
first panel 40 over the winding fixtures 44 so that the 
fixtures protrude through the panel roughly as illustrated 
In Pig. 10. Then, the suture 20, with or without an 
attached needle 23, may be wound in the form of the figure * 
eight coil of this invention, in the manner described, in 
connection with the preceding figures, with the result 
Indicated in Pig. H, 

For maximum efficiency in completing the package 
after the suture has been wound on the fixtures 44 protruding 
through the first panel 40 of the retainer in the' foregoing 
manner, the fixtures may be retractable into a Jig, not 
shown, oh which the retainer is positioned. If necessary, 
however, the retainer merely may be lifted slightly off the 
fixtures 44 to allow the second and third panels 41 and 42 
to be foided down in position over the coil. In this 
embodiment of the invention, only one locking tab 45 is " 
employed to hold the second panel 41 in position over the 
coil. This tab 45 Is located at the free longitudinal *," 
edge of the second panel 4l and is adapted to enter into . 
alignment with and engage a corresponding locking slot 45 
along the fold line between the first and third panels 40 
and 42, after the second panel 41 has been folded down over 
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;. ihe coil and when the third panel .42 has been folded down over 
. the second panel, as illustrated In Pigs. 12 and 13. 

As shown in Pig. 11, after the desired figure 
^ eight colled configuration of the suture is. positioned over 
^} the. vlriding fixtures 44 protruding through the first panel 40, - 
• : ;f;!j-the curved needle 23 and the suture end attached thereto are 
1^ left extending over and beyond, erne end of this first panel 40. 
^•i Pig* .12 illustrates how this suture end 20. is .curved back arid 
?£i ^superimposed over the second panel 41 to assume a position 
4^ generally continuing the figure eight convolution to which : 
'^T'it is attached with the needle 2^ generally following the/ - 

curved configuration of the coil. To guid* the suture end 
?f: A ln folding it in this manner, a curved notch 47 is provided 
• in the end of the second panel 41 at the dispensing end of 

the retainer. The second panel 41 also is foreshortened at 
: the dispensing end of the retainer to facilitate folding 
the suture end 20 in the shape of the f igure eight coil. 
\ After the needle 23 and suture end 20 have been . *■ 

i ' positioned over the second panel 41, roughly as shown 
: ; in Pig. 12, the third panel 42 is folded down over the . 
: needle, both to automatically lock the second panel 41 in 
: position' and to retain the needle 23 firmly between the 
' second and third panels. For this purpose, a locking tab 48 
is provided at the free longitudinal edge of the third 
„ panel 42. This tab 48 is adapted to enter into a locking 
) slot or notch 49 in the form of a reotangular opening centered 
| -^1 on the fold line between the first and second panels 40 and 41 
j '[\ The locking tab 48 is cut with inclined edges. This locking 
tab 48 is adapted to be pressed into the rectangular .notch 49 



and becomes locked therein because It is cut with inclined 
edges and is wider than the notch 49 at its extremities. 
However, the tab 48 can be removed fairly easily from the 
notch 49 by. the fingers of the useri 

Pig. 15 illustrates how the folded retainer of. 
Pigs. 10-14, with the coiled suture 20 positioned therein, 
is packaged in an. outer hermetically sealed container or 
envelope 50 which possesses a tear line 51 at one end for 
opening the package when it is desired to obtain access to 
the suture. This package and retainer are designed so that 
when the end of the envelope is removed by tearing as 
described, the retainer may be removed from the envelope 50 
by one of its ends, as shown in Pig. 16, and then gripped at 
its other end for opening. The third or top panel 42 of 
the retainer is relieved or designed with a cut-out 52 
at the end opposite to that from which the suture will be 
dispensed, to allow the user to grasp the retainer by direot 
contact with the first and third panels 40 and 41, as shown 
at the left of Pig. 17: A s a result, the retainer may be 
opened easily by lifting the tab 43 from the locking notch 49 
with the fingers of the other hand. As for the embodiment 
of Pigs. 1-7, the tab 45 remains locked in the slot 46 to 
retain the second panel 41 in its folded position even 
after the third panel 42 is unfolded. When the third panel 42 
is unfolded, as shown in Pig. 18, the needle 23 and suture 
end are exposed on the second panel and the suture may be 
removed easily from the retainer merely by grasping the 
needle and drawing the suture outwardly from the notched end 
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jof the retainer. 

to assist in positioning the curved needle 23 over 
•the second panel 41 of the retainer, a curved slot 53 is 
provided in the second panel which tends to cause a corres- 
ponding curved ridge to he formed in the second panel 41 
when it is folded down over the suture coil. The needle then 
nay be located against the ridge. In fact, the point of 
the needle 23 nay be inserted in a small hole provided for 
this purpose at one end of the ridge or slot 53. 

Having now described the invention in specific 
detail and exemplified the manner in which it may be carried • 
into practice, it will be readily apparent to those skilled 
in the art that innumerable variations, applications, 
modifications, and extensions of the basic principles involved 
may be made without departing from its spirit or scope. 
For instance, even though the package of this invention is 
particularly useful in connection with the packaging of _ 
relatively stiff monofilament sutures, it may conveniently 
be used in the packaging of surgical sutures of relatively 
flexible materials such as silk, cotton, etc., particularly 
when suture retainers of the type shown in the drawings are 
. employed. 
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The claims defining the invention are as follows:-: 
1. A auture |paotogt which comprises a relatively 
stiff suture adapted to assume a set configuration 
determined by the physical configuration in which It Is 
positioned for an extended period of time, said suture 
being wound in the form of a coll comprising a multiplicity 
of figure eight convolutions each of which comprises a 
centrally located suture crossing and opposed loops on 
each side of said crossing and integral with the 
suture portions forming said. crossing, the suture crossings 
of successive figure eight convolutions being superimposed 
one upon the other to dispose the convolutions In 
successive layers, a curved suturing needle affixed to 
one end of said suture with the curve of said needle ••. 
and the suture end attached thereto being disposed to 
generally follow the curved configuration of the suture 
coil, and retaining means holding the suture and needle 
in the aforesaid positions, said suture after being 
maintained in said position for an extended period of time 
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; being adapted to be withdrawn from said retaining means 

: to assume a non-entangling sinusoidal configuration of 

< . ' * . : ■ ■ 

| successive positive and negative lobes with the point 

\ of said needle directed away from the next adjacent 

i 

\ suture lobe, thereby assuring that the suture will 

| trail behind the needle point during surgery^*' 
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wherein said- retaining means comprises first and ae^d 
panels adapted to hold the suture coil between themY 
arid means associated with said panels for abiding the . \ 
panels together. 

3. A suture ^package according to Claim 2, 
wherein the needle ' and the suture end attached thereto 
extend outwardly from between said first and second 
panels, and said suture end "is curved back and superimposed 
over said panels to assume a position generally continuing 
the figure eight convolution' to which it Is attached and *' 
with said needle generally following the curved configura- 
tion of said coil. •■ :, . 

"... & M. *rlLi '* 

«. A suture |pa*fca^' according to Claim 3, 
Which comprises a third panel adapted to be folded down 
over~said needle and suture end to hold them in the r 
aforesaid position over said first and second panels, f 
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5. A suture package Wen comprises a suture 
i wound in the form of a coil comprising a multiplicity 
of figure eight convolutions each of which comprises a 
r centrally located suture crossing and/opposed loops on 
each side of said crossing and Integral with the suture 
portions forming said crossing, the suture crossings of 
; successive figure eight convolutions being superimposed 

one upon the other to dispose the convolutions in 
• 8uce6S8lve layers, and a suture retainer comprising ; ; . 
first and second panels foldably connected to one. another 
along a common edge and adapted to be folded together 
and superimposed with the figure eight suture coil 
between them, and M** mean8 for holdlng the ^ 
superimposed relation to retain said coll in position 
therebetween, said figure eight coil being retained be- 
tween said folded first and second panels with a free end 
of said suture extending outwardly from between the 
Panels, whereby said suture may be dispensed without fear 
of entanglement by drawing it outwardly from between said 
Panels by said free end. . 
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6. A suture ^paolmgo according to Claim 5# 
which also comprises a third panel foldably connected to 
said first panel along another edge of said first panel, 
said suture coil being positioned on said first panel 
and said second panel being folded down over said coil, 
said second panel presenting a locking tab along a free 
edge which enters into alignment with a locking slot 
defihed along the fold line between said first and third, 
panels when said second panel is folded down over said 
first panel, • said locking tab being adapted to enter said 
locking slot when said third panel is folded down over 
said second panel, thereby locking said second panel in 
position over said coiled suture and said first panel to 
hold the suture coil between said first and second panels. 



7. A suture fcpaetegeO according to Claim 6, wherein. 

« 

the free end of said suture is curved back over said second 
panel to assume a position lying between said second and 
third panels and means is provided for locking said third 
panel over said second panel to hold the suture end in 
position. 
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. ' jf« A suture j^ pacl c agc according to C^aiia 6, wherein 
second panel is foldably connected to said first panel 
^at one end of the sleeve, said third panel. is foldably 
oonnected to said first panel along one longitudinal edge 
of said first £anel, and said sleeve also comprises a 
^fourth panel foldably connected to said first panel along 
*'lts opposite longitudinal edge, said second panel presenting 
■>a second locking tab which enters into alignment with a 
corresponding locking slot defined along the fold line 
between said first and fourth panels when said second 
panel is folded down over said first panel and said second 



H locking tab being adapted to enter said second locking 
' * slot when said fourth panel is folded down over said second 
■S^: panel thereby locking said second panel at each of its 
longitudinal edges* 

9. A suture j^etekage" according to Claim 6, wherein 
r^fe'- said second panel is foldably connected to one longitudinal 
edge of said first panel and said third panel Is foldably 
connected to the opposite longitudinal edge of said first 
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A suture .substantially as 
illustrated in the accompanying drawings and 

substantially as hereinbefore described by reference 
thereto. 

DAm the 6th day of February, 1969. 

ETHICON, INC. 

By their Patent Attorney; s " > 
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A suture j|pa«fcage substantially as 
illustrated in the accompanying drawings and 
substantially as hereinbefore described by reference 
thereto, 

DATED the 6th day of February, 1969. 



ETHICON, INC. 

By their Patent Attorney: 
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